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zealous” in protecting the Jews of the Wil- 
liamsburg area from anti-Semitic physical 
attacks, which have been frequent in this 
section recently. The paper reports that 
stones are thrown at Jewish passersby and 
bearded residents are attacked on their 
way from synagogue. 

Joseph Beauharnais, formerly head of 
Chicago’s racist “White Circle League” 
who helped instigate the Cicero and other 
anti-Negro and anti-Semitic riots last year, 
is back again as chairman of a new racist 
organization, “Nationalist Party.” He had 
been fined $200 for promoting the anti- 
Negro riots. His new organization agitates 
for “race purity” and calls the Negroes 
“beasts.” Governor Stevenson was urged to 
take action under the laws of Illinois. 

After 17 hours of debate on September 
8 at a plenary session of the National 
Community Relations Advisory Council 
(NCRAC), coordinating agency of Jewish 
defense organizations, representatives of 
the American Jewish Committee and the 
Anti-Defamation League decided to with- 
draw from NCRAC. The body had ap- 
proved reassignment of fields of work 
among the Jewish agencies and control of 
planning of all community relations work, 
by a vote of 54 to 17. (Watch next issue 
for report of this development.) 
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EUROPE 

The council of the four occupying pow- 
ers of Austria—the United States, Britain, 
France and the Soviet Union—on August 
29 vetoed the laws passed on July 17 
by the Austrian Parliament which would 
facilitate return to nazis of property stolen 
from Jews and taken from nazis since the 
war's end. Other laws vetoed were one 
to amnesty all nazis and another to give 
compensation to nazis. United States Com- 
missioner Walter Dowling stated that this 
country has no objection to amnesty but 
opposed this before compensation is paid 
to nazi victims. Soviet council representa- 
tive Lieut. Gen. Vadim P. Sviridov deliv- 
ered a scathing condemnation before the 
council on August 29 of the failure of 
Austria to democratize the country in ac- 
cordance with Allied directives. 

A new synagogue to replace one de- 
stroyed by the nazis will be consecrated in 
October in Erfurt in East Germany. Act- 
ing Minister-President Otto Nuschke will 
be present on behalf of the East German 
government. 

A rumor published in the New York 
Times on June 25 that noted Czechoslovak 
novelist Franz Weiskopf, former Czech 
ambassador to the new China and a Jew, 
was “under arrest,” was proved false when 
a letter dated July 14 was received from 
Weiskopf by his old friend A. B. Magil 
stating that he (Weiskopf) has just fin- 
ished a book on New China which will be 
published soon. 

A State Prize was awarded in August 
to Jacob Rotbaum, director of the: Polish 
Jewish State Theater, for his production 
of the play Man with a Gun. Also awarded 
prizes were Jewish actor Joseph Viretzki 
and playwright Hillel Buzgan. 

Renazification notes . . . Desert Fox, 
Hollywood film glorifying nazi General 
Rommel, is being shown in West Germany 
with “great success” over vigorous pro- 
tests of Jewish organizations. . . . Hitler’s 
former personal interpreter, Dr. Paul 
Schmidt, was elected head of the Munich 
Linguistic and Interpreters Institute in 
August. . . . Anti-Semitic leaflets sporting 
swastikas were distributed in south-east 
Bavaria in August. . . . Seven tombstones 
of the Jewish cemetery at Niederzissen, the 
Rhineland, were overturned in early Au- 
gust... . Nazi Herbert Dittman, director 
of the West German Diplomatic School, 
who was dismissed after a report on nazis 
in the West German Parliament was is- 

sued recently, .was replaced by Peter 
Pfeiffer—also a former Nazi Party mem- 
ber. 

ISRAEL 

The Knesset passed a bill on August 26 
by a vote of 54 to 13 permitting the gov- 
ernment to issue licenses for oil prospect- 
ing to local and foreign companies. The 
bill was opposed by the Communist Party 
and Mapam. The opposition attempted to 
amend the bill to exclude foreigners and 
to give exclusive rights to a national group 
in order to avoid oil imperialism in Israel. 

Dr. Israel Herzog, chief rabbi of Israel, 
held an interview in Johannesburg with 
racist South African Premier Dr. Malan 
which was described as “cordial,” Upon 
leaving, Dr. Herzog bestowed the cus- 
tomary “blessing” on Dr. Malan in He- 
brew and invited him to visit Israel. 

Elections to the Labor Council of Beer- 
sheba and Ramleh, both populated by new 
immigrants, had the following results: in 
Beersheba: Mapai, 11 seats, Mapam, 4, 
General Zionists, 1, Progressive, 1; in Ram- 

leh: Mapai, 9 seats, Mapam, 5, Commu- 
nists, 2, Achdut Ha’avoda, 1. 

An “economy” measure insituted in 
Israel with the opening of the school year 
in September, cuts school time from two to 
four hours a week and teachers are asked 
to teach two more hours a week without 
overtime pay. ‘ 

Compulsory military service in Israel 
was extended six months by a Knesset 
vote on August 26. In opposition were the 
Communist Party and Mapam, who 
charged that the measure was designed to 
supply more troops for an aggressive Mid- 
dle East anti-Soviet army. About 1500 per- 
sons demonstrated against the law in Tel 
Aviv on August 31. 

Prime Minister Ben Gurion announced 
on August 17 that Israel would support 
plans for Middle Eastern “defense” organ- 
ization sponsored by the United States and 
Britain. .. . When British Admiral Mount- 
batten, commander-in-chief in the Medi- 
terranean, visited Israel in August, protest 
demonstrations in Haifa told the admiral 
to “go home” because “he was not wanted 
in Israel.” 

A debate was held in the Knesset on 
August 20 concerning the acceptance by 
the Ben Gurion government of military 
“aid” from the United States. Mapam 
deputy Dr. Moshe Sneh asked Foreign 
Minister Moshe Sharett how such military 
aid could help Israel in case of an attack 
by Arab countries if the United States 
would at the same time send arms to the 
Arabs. Dr. Sneh also charged that accept- 
ance of arms aid would subject Israel to 
control by a United States military mission. 
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Moore, Harry T.—Feb., 4 March, 20; Apr., 17 
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Trade unions, and Negroes—Dec., 16; and peace 
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